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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 02561 181531Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO AGRE-00 IGA-02 AID-05 MED-03 
DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 JUSE-00 NSAE-00 SNM-02 
TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 OES-06 OMB-Ol HEW-06 L-03 
H-02 DODE-OO SS-15 /096 W 

190745Z 111128/10 

R 172126Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 517 
INFO US MISSION GENEVA 170 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 2561 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SANR, CO 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DECRIMINALIZATION 
OF MARIHUANA 

REF: STATE 57902 

1 . ACCORDING TO COLOMBIAN LAW, DOSAGE OF HABIT FORMING DRUG FOR 
PERSONAL USE SHALL BE DETERMIED BY WAY OF EXPERT LEGAL MEDICINE 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF SUBSTANCE INVOLVED, 
AND ALSO PERSONAL HISTORY AND CLINICAL SITUATION OF DEFENDENT. 

IN ABSENCE OF SCIENTIFIC CRITERIA, PERSONAL DOSE IS SET AT 28 GRAMS 
OF MARIHUANA OR 10 GRAMS OF HASHISH. 

2. PENALTY APPLIED FOR POSSESSION OF PERSONAL DOSE OF HABIT FORMING 
DRUGS SET AT ONE MONTH TO TWO YEARS IMPRISONMENT AND FINE OF 200 
TO 1,000 PESOS APPROXIMATELY US$5.50 TO $27.50). PENALTY FOR 
POSSESSION IN EXCESS OF PERSONAL DOSAGE IS THREE TO TWELVE YEARS 
IMPRISONMENT AND FINE OF 5,000 TO 500,000 PESOS (APPROXIMATELY 

US $137.50 TO $13,744.00) 

3. AS REGARDS MARIJUANA, LAW IS VERY LOOSELY ENFORCED. MULTI 
KILOGRAM POSSESSION CASES ARE NOT PROSECUTED AND RELATIVELY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 BOGOTA 02561 181531Z 

LITTLE EMPHASIS IS GIVEN TO MARIJUANA ENFORCEMENT EXCEPT IN 
EXTREMELY LARGE CASES. 

SANCHEZ 
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